
Beach Bound: 
Coney Island!

Saturday, July 8, 2023

SCHEDULE & INFORMATION

10:00 Our Nostalgia Train departs, traveling via the Q Line to 
Coney Island–Stillwell Avenue.

12:00-3:30 Explore Coney Island! Take a stroll on the beach, 
play in the surf, visit the New York Aquarium, nosh on 
one of Nathan’s Famous Hotdogs, enjoy a circus 
sideshow, or brave the rides at Luna Park! 

Want to learn more about South Brooklyn’s history? 
Check out the Coney Island History Project in the 
heart of Deno’s Wonder Wheel Park! Stop by Coney 
Island USA for the sideshow, or to view Five Cents to 
Dreamland: A Trip to Coney Island, now on display 
at the Coney Island Museum!

3:45 Meet on the F line platform at Coney Island–
Stillwell Avenue station for the trip home.

4:00 Nostalgia Train departs, traveling along the D & Q 
Lines en route to the final stop of the day, 96th Street 
and 2nd avenue. The cars will also open at these 
select stops: Atlantic Barclays (D), West 4th (D), 
Herald Square - 34th St & 6th ave (D), and 
Rockefeller Center (D). 

SHARE YOUR NOSTALGIA RIDE EXPERIENCE!
Tag the @NYTransitMuseum in your posts!

#NYTransitMuseum #NostalgiaRide
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Nostalgia Train departs, traveling along the D & Q 
Lines en route to the final stop of the day, 96th Street 
and 2nd avenue. The cars will also open at these 
select stops: Atlantic Barclays (D), West 4th (D), 
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Rockefeller Center (D). 



Rail Transit & Coney Island: A History Intertwined
Coney Island became a popular beach resort in the 1860s, providing 
a refuge from hectic urban life with grand hotels, dining halls, and 
racetracks. The upper classes were first to enjoy Coney Island’s charms, 
arriving by excursion boats and ferries from lower Manhattan and 
downtown Brooklyn. Steam rail service quickly followed, connecting 
trains from northern and western Brooklyn to Coney Island’s horse-
drawn streetcar lines, greatly increasing access to the sea.

By the late 1870s, Coney Island was one of the most visited summer 
resorts in the United States; an estimated 100,000 people visited on 
July 4, 1879. Today, more than 10 million people visit the beach and 
boardwalk each year.

R 1-9 Subway Car

When the IND subway — the first subway company operated by the City of New York 
— opened in 1932, it had a mission to move more people more quickly than its private 
competitors, the Interborough Rapid Transit Company (IRT) and the Brooklyn-Manhattan 
Transit Corporation (BMT). Over 1,000 nearly identical subway cars were delivered 
between 1930 and 1940 under contracts, R1, R4, R6, R7, and R9. The cars were modern 
for their time, fitting in very well with the IND’s Depression-Era Art Deco aesthetic, and each 
could hold nearly 300 passengers. Upon delivery, they featured rattan seats, paddle ceiling 
fans (installed before the age of air conditioning), incandescent light bulbs, roll signs, and 
period advertisements. 

BMT B-Type “Standard” Car

Modeled after Boston Elevated Railway Cars, the Standards measure 67 feet 
long and 10 feet wide and contain 78 seats with an additional 14 drop-down 
auxiliary seats. The standing capacity of 182 people helped address the chronic 
overcrowding of the early subway years. The Standards introduced destination 
roll signs, larger windows, brighter lighting, and center doors operated by an 
easy-to-use pneumatic system for faster movement on and off cars. 
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BMT B-Type “Standard” Car

Modeled after Boston Elevated Railway Cars, the Standards measure 67 feet 
long and 10 feet wide and contain 78 seats with an additional 14 drop-down 
auxiliary seats. The standing capacity of 182 people helped address the chronic 
overcrowding of the early subway years. The Standards introduced destination 
roll signs, larger windows, brighter lighting, and center doors operated by an 
easy-to-use pneumatic system for faster movement on and off cars. 

MANUFACTURERS American Car Foundry Co.
YEARS IN SERVICE 1932-1977
ROUTES BMT Sea Beach Line (N), IND 

Eighth Avenue Lines (A, C, E), Sixth 
Avenue Lines (B, D), Crosstown 
Line (G) 
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When the IND subway — the first subway company operated by the City of New York 
— opened in 1932, it had a mission to move more people more quickly than its private 
competitors, the Interborough Rapid Transit Company (IRT) and the Brooklyn-Manhattan 
Transit Corporation (BMT). Over 1,000 nearly identical subway cars were delivered 
between 1930 and 1940 under contracts, R1, R4, R6, R7, and R9. The cars were modern 
for their time, fitting in very well with the IND’s Depression-Era Art Deco aesthetic, and each 
could hold nearly 300 passengers. Upon delivery, they featured rattan seats, paddle ceiling 
fans (installed before the age of air conditioning), incandescent light bulbs, roll signs, and 
period advertisements. 

BRT “STANDARD” CAR

MANUFACTURERS American Car & Steel Foundry 
Company; Pressed Steel Car 
Company

YEARS IN SERVICE 1915-1969

ROUTES All BRT & BMT lines 
(except some elevated routes)

2204BRT ‘Standard’ Car

CAR MANUFACTURER

FLEET MANUFACTURERS

OPERATORS

SERVICE

‘STANDARD’
FLEET SERVICE

American Car and Foundry Company (Berwick, Pennsylvania), 1916

American Car and Foundry Company (Berwick, Pennsylvania), 1914-1919;

Pressed Steel Car Company (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania), 1920-1922, and 1924

All BRT and BMT lines (except some 19th-century elevated routes)

1915-1969

Brooklyn Rapid Transit Company, 1916-1923; Brooklyn-Manhattan Transit Corporation,

1923-1940; City of New York Board of Transportation, 1940-1953; New York City 

Transit Authority, 1953-1969

1916-1969

The BRT ‘Standard’ represents a radical 

departure in subway car development.

Rather than adapt the design of steel 

IRT cars, the BRT chose a new car design,

thus avoiding royalty payments to its 

competitor. Modeled after Boston Elevated

Railway cars, the Standards were, at 67 

feet long and 10 feet wide, larger than IRT

subway cars. The wider and longer cars 

could run in the BRT tunnels but not those

of the IRT; IRT tunnels only permitted use

of 8-foot-wide IRT rolling stock.

Standards’ steel bodies complied with 

safety regulations and ran with similar 

electrical equipment, braking, and trucks 

as smaller cars. Thus the BRT developed 

an economical solution to its need for new

rolling stock and ordered 950 Standards 

between 1914 and 1924, most of which 

were motorized.

The Standards also addressed a familiar 

passenger problem with the subway 

since its opening–chronic overcrowding.

IRT cars contained 42 to 44 seats, but 

the larger Standards had 78 seats with 

an additional 14 drop-down auxiliary 

seats and a standing load of 182 people.

The Standards also introduced destination

roll signs, larger windows, brighter lighting,

and center doors operated by an easy-

to-use pneumatic system for faster 

movement on and off cars. Passengers 

would no longer have to crowd through 

a vestibule at either end of a car as the 

conductor manually opened and closed 

the doors. In 1921 the BRT perfected a 

system that allowed a single conductor 

to operate all the doors on an 8-car 

Standard train.ROUTES

(1916)

The BRT ‘Standard’ represents a radical departure in subway car development.
Rather than adapt the design of steel IRT cars, the BRT chose a new car design,
thus avoiding royalty payments to its competitor. Modeled after Boston Elevated
Railway cars, the Standards were, at 67 feet long and 10 feet wide, larger than 
IRT subway cars. The wider and longer cars could run in the BRT tunnels but not 
those of the IRT; IRT tunnels only permitted use of 8-foot-wide IRT rolling stock.

Standards’ steel bodies complied with safety regulations and ran with similar
electrical equipment, braking, and trucks as smaller cars. Thus the BRT 
developed an economical solution to its need for new rolling stock and ordered 
950 Standards between 1914 and 1924, most of which were motorized.

The Standards also addressed a familiar passenger problem with the subway
since its opening–chronic overcrowding. IRT cars contained 42 to 44 seats, but
the larger Standards had 78 seats with an additional 14 drop-down auxiliary
seats and a standing load of 182 people. The Standards also introduced 
destination roll signs, larger windows, brighter lighting, and center doors 
operated by an easy-to-use pneumatic system for faster movement on and off 
cars. Passengers would no longer have to crowd through a vestibule at either 
end of a car as the conductor manually opened and closed the doors. In 1921 
the BRT perfected a system that allowed a single conductor to operate all the 
doors on an 8-car Standard train.

BMT D-TYPE TRIPLEX CAR
MANUFACTURERS Pressed Steel Car Company

YEARS IN SERVICE 1928-1965

ROUTES BMT Brighton (D,Q), 
Sea Beach (N), 
4th Avenue (R),  
West End (B) lines

As subway service increased in the 1910s and 1920s, the private operating 
companies began to search for economical ways to increase passenger capacity. 
The BMT looked to new technology to offer a solution and in 1924 introduced 
plans for the Triplex, an articulated subway car. By the 1920s the concept of 
articulation – hinged, multi-sectioned vehicle body construction–had attracted a 
number of American street railways and inter-city electric “interurban” lines.

At 137 feet long and with seating for 160, the Triplex consisted of 3 car sections
equivalent to 2 Standard cars in size and passenger capacity. Each Triplex
has 4–rather than 6–sets of trucks, or wheel sets. Instead of each section riding
on its own wheel set, the center section shared its trucks with the sections ahead
and behind. Passengers found the cars satisfactory, and the BMT contracted
with the Pressed Steel Company for an additional 117 Triplexes (or 351 
sections), built in 1927 and 1928. The combined fleet of 121 cars (363 sections) 
represented a net gain of 242 Standard cars.

At a time when many elevated lines operated with wooden cars, the Triplex
represented the height of transit modernity. Soundproofing, resulting from new
truck design, produced a quieter ride. Illuminated signs, used for the first time,
displayed both route destinations and “color-coded” numbers on car ends.
Green signs indicated operation via the Manhattan Bridge; and white, the
Montague Street Tunnel.

6095BMT D-Type Triplex Car

CAR MANUFACTURER

OPERATORS

SERVICE

D-TYPE TRIPLEX 
FLEET SERVICE

Pressed Steel Car Company (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania), 1927

BMT Brighton (D,Q), Sea Beach (N), 4th Avenue (R), and West End (B) lines

1925-1965

Brooklyn Manhattan Transit Corporation, 1928-1940; City of New York Board of 

Transportation, 1940-1953; New York City Transit Authority, 1953-1965

1928-1965

As subway service increased in the 1910s

and1920s, the private operating companies

began to search for economical ways 

to increase passenger capacity. The BMT 

looked to new technology to offer a 

solution and in 1924 introduced plans for

the Triplex, an articulated subway car. By 

the 1920s the concept of articulation –

hinged, multi-sectioned vehicle body 

construction–had attracted a number of 

American street railways and inter-city 

electric “interurban” lines.

At 137 feet long and with seating for 

160, the Triplex consisted of 3 car sec-

tions equivalent to 2 Standard cars in 

size and passenger capacity. Each Triplex 

has 4–rather than 6–sets of trucks, or 

wheel sets. Instead of each section riding 

on its own wheel set, the center section 

shared its trucks with the sections ahead 

and behind. Passengers found the cars

satisfactory, and the BMT contracted

with the Pressed Steel Company for an 

additional 117 Triplexes (or 351 sections),

built in 1927 and 1928. The combined 

fleet of 121 cars (363 sections) repre-

sented a net gain of 242 Standard cars.

At a time when many elevated lines 

operated with wooden cars, the Triplex 

represented the height of transit moder-

nity. Soundproofing, resulting from new 

truck design, produced a quieter ride.

Illuminated signs, used for the first time,

displayed both route destinations and 

“color-coded” numbers on car ends.

Green signs indicated operation via the 

Manhattan Bridge; and white, the 

Montague Street Tunnel.
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‘STANDARD’
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American Car and Foundry Company (Berwick, Pennsylvania), 1916

American Car and Foundry Company (Berwick, Pennsylvania), 1914-1919;

Pressed Steel Car Company (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania), 1920-1922, and 1924

All BRT and BMT lines (except some 19th-century elevated routes)

1915-1969

Brooklyn Rapid Transit Company, 1916-1923; Brooklyn-Manhattan Transit Corporation,

1923-1940; City of New York Board of Transportation, 1940-1953; New York City 

Transit Authority, 1953-1969

1916-1969

The BRT ‘Standard’ represents a radical 

departure in subway car development.

Rather than adapt the design of steel 

IRT cars, the BRT chose a new car design,

thus avoiding royalty payments to its 

competitor. Modeled after Boston Elevated

Railway cars, the Standards were, at 67 

feet long and 10 feet wide, larger than IRT

subway cars. The wider and longer cars 

could run in the BRT tunnels but not those

of the IRT; IRT tunnels only permitted use

of 8-foot-wide IRT rolling stock.

Standards’ steel bodies complied with 

safety regulations and ran with similar 

electrical equipment, braking, and trucks 

as smaller cars. Thus the BRT developed 

an economical solution to its need for new

rolling stock and ordered 950 Standards 

between 1914 and 1924, most of which 

were motorized.

The Standards also addressed a familiar 

passenger problem with the subway 

since its opening–chronic overcrowding.

IRT cars contained 42 to 44 seats, but 

the larger Standards had 78 seats with 

an additional 14 drop-down auxiliary 

seats and a standing load of 182 people.

The Standards also introduced destination

roll signs, larger windows, brighter lighting,

and center doors operated by an easy-

to-use pneumatic system for faster 

movement on and off cars. Passengers 

would no longer have to crowd through 

a vestibule at either end of a car as the 

conductor manually opened and closed 

the doors. In 1921 the BRT perfected a 

system that allowed a single conductor 

to operate all the doors on an 8-car 

Standard train.ROUTES

(1916)

The BRT ‘Standard’ represents a radical departure in subway car development.
Rather than adapt the design of steel IRT cars, the BRT chose a new car design,
thus avoiding royalty payments to its competitor. Modeled after Boston Elevated
Railway cars, the Standards were, at 67 feet long and 10 feet wide, larger than 
IRT subway cars. The wider and longer cars could run in the BRT tunnels but not 
those of the IRT; IRT tunnels only permitted use of 8-foot-wide IRT rolling stock.

Standards’ steel bodies complied with safety regulations and ran with similar
electrical equipment, braking, and trucks as smaller cars. Thus the BRT 
developed an economical solution to its need for new rolling stock and ordered 
950 Standards between 1914 and 1924, most of which were motorized.

The Standards also addressed a familiar passenger problem with the subway
since its opening–chronic overcrowding. IRT cars contained 42 to 44 seats, but
the larger Standards had 78 seats with an additional 14 drop-down auxiliary
seats and a standing load of 182 people. The Standards also introduced 
destination roll signs, larger windows, brighter lighting, and center doors 
operated by an easy-to-use pneumatic system for faster movement on and off 
cars. Passengers would no longer have to crowd through a vestibule at either 
end of a car as the conductor manually opened and closed the doors. In 1921 
the BRT perfected a system that allowed a single conductor to operate all the 
doors on an 8-car Standard train.

BMT D-TYPE TRIPLEX CAR
MANUFACTURERS Pressed Steel Car Company

YEARS IN SERVICE 1928-1965

ROUTES BMT Brighton (D,Q), 
Sea Beach (N), 
4th Avenue (R),  
West End (B) lines

As subway service increased in the 1910s and 1920s, the private operating 
companies began to search for economical ways to increase passenger capacity. 
The BMT looked to new technology to offer a solution and in 1924 introduced 
plans for the Triplex, an articulated subway car. By the 1920s the concept of 
articulation – hinged, multi-sectioned vehicle body construction–had attracted a 
number of American street railways and inter-city electric “interurban” lines.

At 137 feet long and with seating for 160, the Triplex consisted of 3 car sections
equivalent to 2 Standard cars in size and passenger capacity. Each Triplex
has 4–rather than 6–sets of trucks, or wheel sets. Instead of each section riding
on its own wheel set, the center section shared its trucks with the sections ahead
and behind. Passengers found the cars satisfactory, and the BMT contracted
with the Pressed Steel Company for an additional 117 Triplexes (or 351 
sections), built in 1927 and 1928. The combined fleet of 121 cars (363 sections) 
represented a net gain of 242 Standard cars.

At a time when many elevated lines operated with wooden cars, the Triplex
represented the height of transit modernity. Soundproofing, resulting from new
truck design, produced a quieter ride. Illuminated signs, used for the first time,
displayed both route destinations and “color-coded” numbers on car ends.
Green signs indicated operation via the Manhattan Bridge; and white, the
Montague Street Tunnel.
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CAR MANUFACTURER

OPERATORS

SERVICE

D-TYPE TRIPLEX 
FLEET SERVICE

Pressed Steel Car Company (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania), 1927

BMT Brighton (D,Q), Sea Beach (N), 4th Avenue (R), and West End (B) lines

1925-1965

Brooklyn Manhattan Transit Corporation, 1928-1940; City of New York Board of 

Transportation, 1940-1953; New York City Transit Authority, 1953-1965

1928-1965

As subway service increased in the 1910s

and1920s, the private operating companies

began to search for economical ways 

to increase passenger capacity. The BMT 

looked to new technology to offer a 

solution and in 1924 introduced plans for

the Triplex, an articulated subway car. By 

the 1920s the concept of articulation –

hinged, multi-sectioned vehicle body 

construction–had attracted a number of 

American street railways and inter-city 

electric “interurban” lines.

At 137 feet long and with seating for 

160, the Triplex consisted of 3 car sec-

tions equivalent to 2 Standard cars in 

size and passenger capacity. Each Triplex 

has 4–rather than 6–sets of trucks, or 

wheel sets. Instead of each section riding 

on its own wheel set, the center section 

shared its trucks with the sections ahead 

and behind. Passengers found the cars

satisfactory, and the BMT contracted

with the Pressed Steel Company for an 

additional 117 Triplexes (or 351 sections),

built in 1927 and 1928. The combined 

fleet of 121 cars (363 sections) repre-

sented a net gain of 242 Standard cars.

At a time when many elevated lines 

operated with wooden cars, the Triplex 

represented the height of transit moder-

nity. Soundproofing, resulting from new 

truck design, produced a quieter ride.

Illuminated signs, used for the first time,

displayed both route destinations and 

“color-coded” numbers on car ends.

Green signs indicated operation via the 

Manhattan Bridge; and white, the 

Montague Street Tunnel.
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MANUFACTURERS American Car & Steel Foundry 
Co.; Pressed Steel Car Co.
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(except some elevated routes)

BRT “STANDARD” CAR
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Company

YEARS IN SERVICE 1915-1969
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(except some elevated routes)

2204BRT ‘Standard’ Car

CAR MANUFACTURER

FLEET MANUFACTURERS

OPERATORS

SERVICE

‘STANDARD’
FLEET SERVICE

American Car and Foundry Company (Berwick, Pennsylvania), 1916

American Car and Foundry Company (Berwick, Pennsylvania), 1914-1919;

Pressed Steel Car Company (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania), 1920-1922, and 1924

All BRT and BMT lines (except some 19th-century elevated routes)

1915-1969

Brooklyn Rapid Transit Company, 1916-1923; Brooklyn-Manhattan Transit Corporation,

1923-1940; City of New York Board of Transportation, 1940-1953; New York City 

Transit Authority, 1953-1969

1916-1969

The BRT ‘Standard’ represents a radical 

departure in subway car development.

Rather than adapt the design of steel 

IRT cars, the BRT chose a new car design,

thus avoiding royalty payments to its 

competitor. Modeled after Boston Elevated

Railway cars, the Standards were, at 67 

feet long and 10 feet wide, larger than IRT

subway cars. The wider and longer cars 

could run in the BRT tunnels but not those

of the IRT; IRT tunnels only permitted use

of 8-foot-wide IRT rolling stock.

Standards’ steel bodies complied with 

safety regulations and ran with similar 

electrical equipment, braking, and trucks 

as smaller cars. Thus the BRT developed 

an economical solution to its need for new

rolling stock and ordered 950 Standards 

between 1914 and 1924, most of which 

were motorized.

The Standards also addressed a familiar 

passenger problem with the subway 

since its opening–chronic overcrowding.

IRT cars contained 42 to 44 seats, but 

the larger Standards had 78 seats with 

an additional 14 drop-down auxiliary 

seats and a standing load of 182 people.

The Standards also introduced destination

roll signs, larger windows, brighter lighting,

and center doors operated by an easy-

to-use pneumatic system for faster 

movement on and off cars. Passengers 

would no longer have to crowd through 

a vestibule at either end of a car as the 

conductor manually opened and closed 

the doors. In 1921 the BRT perfected a 

system that allowed a single conductor 

to operate all the doors on an 8-car 

Standard train.ROUTES

(1916)

The BRT ‘Standard’ represents a radical departure in subway car development.
Rather than adapt the design of steel IRT cars, the BRT chose a new car design,
thus avoiding royalty payments to its competitor. Modeled after Boston Elevated
Railway cars, the Standards were, at 67 feet long and 10 feet wide, larger than 
IRT subway cars. The wider and longer cars could run in the BRT tunnels but not 
those of the IRT; IRT tunnels only permitted use of 8-foot-wide IRT rolling stock.

Standards’ steel bodies complied with safety regulations and ran with similar
electrical equipment, braking, and trucks as smaller cars. Thus the BRT 
developed an economical solution to its need for new rolling stock and ordered 
950 Standards between 1914 and 1924, most of which were motorized.

The Standards also addressed a familiar passenger problem with the subway
since its opening–chronic overcrowding. IRT cars contained 42 to 44 seats, but
the larger Standards had 78 seats with an additional 14 drop-down auxiliary
seats and a standing load of 182 people. The Standards also introduced 
destination roll signs, larger windows, brighter lighting, and center doors 
operated by an easy-to-use pneumatic system for faster movement on and off 
cars. Passengers would no longer have to crowd through a vestibule at either 
end of a car as the conductor manually opened and closed the doors. In 1921 
the BRT perfected a system that allowed a single conductor to operate all the 
doors on an 8-car Standard train.

BMT D-TYPE TRIPLEX CAR
MANUFACTURERS Pressed Steel Car Company

YEARS IN SERVICE 1928-1965

ROUTES BMT Brighton (D,Q), 
Sea Beach (N), 
4th Avenue (R),  
West End (B) lines

As subway service increased in the 1910s and 1920s, the private operating 
companies began to search for economical ways to increase passenger capacity. 
The BMT looked to new technology to offer a solution and in 1924 introduced 
plans for the Triplex, an articulated subway car. By the 1920s the concept of 
articulation – hinged, multi-sectioned vehicle body construction–had attracted a 
number of American street railways and inter-city electric “interurban” lines.

At 137 feet long and with seating for 160, the Triplex consisted of 3 car sections
equivalent to 2 Standard cars in size and passenger capacity. Each Triplex
has 4–rather than 6–sets of trucks, or wheel sets. Instead of each section riding
on its own wheel set, the center section shared its trucks with the sections ahead
and behind. Passengers found the cars satisfactory, and the BMT contracted
with the Pressed Steel Company for an additional 117 Triplexes (or 351 
sections), built in 1927 and 1928. The combined fleet of 121 cars (363 sections) 
represented a net gain of 242 Standard cars.

At a time when many elevated lines operated with wooden cars, the Triplex
represented the height of transit modernity. Soundproofing, resulting from new
truck design, produced a quieter ride. Illuminated signs, used for the first time,
displayed both route destinations and “color-coded” numbers on car ends.
Green signs indicated operation via the Manhattan Bridge; and white, the
Montague Street Tunnel.

6095BMT D-Type Triplex Car

CAR MANUFACTURER

OPERATORS

SERVICE

D-TYPE TRIPLEX 
FLEET SERVICE

Pressed Steel Car Company (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania), 1927

BMT Brighton (D,Q), Sea Beach (N), 4th Avenue (R), and West End (B) lines

1925-1965

Brooklyn Manhattan Transit Corporation, 1928-1940; City of New York Board of 

Transportation, 1940-1953; New York City Transit Authority, 1953-1965

1928-1965

As subway service increased in the 1910s

and1920s, the private operating companies

began to search for economical ways 

to increase passenger capacity. The BMT 

looked to new technology to offer a 

solution and in 1924 introduced plans for

the Triplex, an articulated subway car. By 

the 1920s the concept of articulation –

hinged, multi-sectioned vehicle body 

construction–had attracted a number of 

American street railways and inter-city 

electric “interurban” lines.

At 137 feet long and with seating for 

160, the Triplex consisted of 3 car sec-

tions equivalent to 2 Standard cars in 

size and passenger capacity. Each Triplex 

has 4–rather than 6–sets of trucks, or 

wheel sets. Instead of each section riding 

on its own wheel set, the center section 

shared its trucks with the sections ahead 

and behind. Passengers found the cars

satisfactory, and the BMT contracted

with the Pressed Steel Company for an 

additional 117 Triplexes (or 351 sections),

built in 1927 and 1928. The combined 

fleet of 121 cars (363 sections) repre-

sented a net gain of 242 Standard cars.

At a time when many elevated lines 

operated with wooden cars, the Triplex 

represented the height of transit moder-

nity. Soundproofing, resulting from new 

truck design, produced a quieter ride.

Illuminated signs, used for the first time,

displayed both route destinations and 

“color-coded” numbers on car ends.

Green signs indicated operation via the 

Manhattan Bridge; and white, the 

Montague Street Tunnel.
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BRT “STANDARD” CAR

MANUFACTURERS American Car & Steel Foundry 
Company; Pressed Steel Car 
Company

YEARS IN SERVICE 1915-1969

ROUTES All BRT & BMT lines 
(except some elevated routes)

2204BRT ‘Standard’ Car

CAR MANUFACTURER

FLEET MANUFACTURERS

OPERATORS

SERVICE

‘STANDARD’
FLEET SERVICE

American Car and Foundry Company (Berwick, Pennsylvania), 1916

American Car and Foundry Company (Berwick, Pennsylvania), 1914-1919;

Pressed Steel Car Company (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania), 1920-1922, and 1924

All BRT and BMT lines (except some 19th-century elevated routes)

1915-1969

Brooklyn Rapid Transit Company, 1916-1923; Brooklyn-Manhattan Transit Corporation,

1923-1940; City of New York Board of Transportation, 1940-1953; New York City 

Transit Authority, 1953-1969

1916-1969

The BRT ‘Standard’ represents a radical 

departure in subway car development.

Rather than adapt the design of steel 

IRT cars, the BRT chose a new car design,

thus avoiding royalty payments to its 

competitor. Modeled after Boston Elevated

Railway cars, the Standards were, at 67 

feet long and 10 feet wide, larger than IRT

subway cars. The wider and longer cars 

could run in the BRT tunnels but not those

of the IRT; IRT tunnels only permitted use

of 8-foot-wide IRT rolling stock.

Standards’ steel bodies complied with 

safety regulations and ran with similar 

electrical equipment, braking, and trucks 

as smaller cars. Thus the BRT developed 

an economical solution to its need for new

rolling stock and ordered 950 Standards 

between 1914 and 1924, most of which 

were motorized.

The Standards also addressed a familiar 

passenger problem with the subway 

since its opening–chronic overcrowding.

IRT cars contained 42 to 44 seats, but 

the larger Standards had 78 seats with 

an additional 14 drop-down auxiliary 

seats and a standing load of 182 people.

The Standards also introduced destination

roll signs, larger windows, brighter lighting,

and center doors operated by an easy-

to-use pneumatic system for faster 

movement on and off cars. Passengers 

would no longer have to crowd through 

a vestibule at either end of a car as the 

conductor manually opened and closed 

the doors. In 1921 the BRT perfected a 

system that allowed a single conductor 

to operate all the doors on an 8-car 

Standard train.ROUTES

(1916)

The BRT ‘Standard’ represents a radical departure in subway car development.
Rather than adapt the design of steel IRT cars, the BRT chose a new car design,
thus avoiding royalty payments to its competitor. Modeled after Boston Elevated
Railway cars, the Standards were, at 67 feet long and 10 feet wide, larger than 
IRT subway cars. The wider and longer cars could run in the BRT tunnels but not 
those of the IRT; IRT tunnels only permitted use of 8-foot-wide IRT rolling stock.

Standards’ steel bodies complied with safety regulations and ran with similar
electrical equipment, braking, and trucks as smaller cars. Thus the BRT 
developed an economical solution to its need for new rolling stock and ordered 
950 Standards between 1914 and 1924, most of which were motorized.

The Standards also addressed a familiar passenger problem with the subway
since its opening–chronic overcrowding. IRT cars contained 42 to 44 seats, but
the larger Standards had 78 seats with an additional 14 drop-down auxiliary
seats and a standing load of 182 people. The Standards also introduced 
destination roll signs, larger windows, brighter lighting, and center doors 
operated by an easy-to-use pneumatic system for faster movement on and off 
cars. Passengers would no longer have to crowd through a vestibule at either 
end of a car as the conductor manually opened and closed the doors. In 1921 
the BRT perfected a system that allowed a single conductor to operate all the 
doors on an 8-car Standard train.

BMT D-TYPE TRIPLEX CAR
MANUFACTURERS Pressed Steel Car Company

YEARS IN SERVICE 1928-1965

ROUTES BMT Brighton (D,Q), 
Sea Beach (N), 
4th Avenue (R),  
West End (B) lines

As subway service increased in the 1910s and 1920s, the private operating 
companies began to search for economical ways to increase passenger capacity. 
The BMT looked to new technology to offer a solution and in 1924 introduced 
plans for the Triplex, an articulated subway car. By the 1920s the concept of 
articulation – hinged, multi-sectioned vehicle body construction–had attracted a 
number of American street railways and inter-city electric “interurban” lines.

At 137 feet long and with seating for 160, the Triplex consisted of 3 car sections
equivalent to 2 Standard cars in size and passenger capacity. Each Triplex
has 4–rather than 6–sets of trucks, or wheel sets. Instead of each section riding
on its own wheel set, the center section shared its trucks with the sections ahead
and behind. Passengers found the cars satisfactory, and the BMT contracted
with the Pressed Steel Company for an additional 117 Triplexes (or 351 
sections), built in 1927 and 1928. The combined fleet of 121 cars (363 sections) 
represented a net gain of 242 Standard cars.

At a time when many elevated lines operated with wooden cars, the Triplex
represented the height of transit modernity. Soundproofing, resulting from new
truck design, produced a quieter ride. Illuminated signs, used for the first time,
displayed both route destinations and “color-coded” numbers on car ends.
Green signs indicated operation via the Manhattan Bridge; and white, the
Montague Street Tunnel.

6095BMT D-Type Triplex Car

CAR MANUFACTURER

OPERATORS

SERVICE

D-TYPE TRIPLEX 
FLEET SERVICE

Pressed Steel Car Company (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania), 1927

BMT Brighton (D,Q), Sea Beach (N), 4th Avenue (R), and West End (B) lines

1925-1965

Brooklyn Manhattan Transit Corporation, 1928-1940; City of New York Board of 

Transportation, 1940-1953; New York City Transit Authority, 1953-1965

1928-1965

As subway service increased in the 1910s

and1920s, the private operating companies

began to search for economical ways 

to increase passenger capacity. The BMT 

looked to new technology to offer a 

solution and in 1924 introduced plans for

the Triplex, an articulated subway car. By 

the 1920s the concept of articulation –

hinged, multi-sectioned vehicle body 

construction–had attracted a number of 

American street railways and inter-city 

electric “interurban” lines.

At 137 feet long and with seating for 

160, the Triplex consisted of 3 car sec-

tions equivalent to 2 Standard cars in 

size and passenger capacity. Each Triplex 

has 4–rather than 6–sets of trucks, or 

wheel sets. Instead of each section riding 

on its own wheel set, the center section 

shared its trucks with the sections ahead 

and behind. Passengers found the cars

satisfactory, and the BMT contracted

with the Pressed Steel Company for an 

additional 117 Triplexes (or 351 sections),

built in 1927 and 1928. The combined 

fleet of 121 cars (363 sections) repre-

sented a net gain of 242 Standard cars.

At a time when many elevated lines 

operated with wooden cars, the Triplex 

represented the height of transit moder-

nity. Soundproofing, resulting from new 

truck design, produced a quieter ride.

Illuminated signs, used for the first time,

displayed both route destinations and 

“color-coded” numbers on car ends.

Green signs indicated operation via the 

Manhattan Bridge; and white, the 

Montague Street Tunnel.

ROUTES

A,B,C (1927)

MANUFACTURERS American Car & Steel Foundry 
Co.; Pressed Steel Car Co.

YEARS IN SERVICE 1915-1969
ROUTES All BRT & BMT lines 

(except some elevated routes)


