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MISSION
Founded in 1976, the New York Transit Museum 
is one of only a few museums in the world 
dedicated to telling the story of urban public 
transportation. The Museum collects, exhibits, 
interprets, and preserves the history, sociology, 
and technology of public transportation systems 
in the New York metropolitan region, and 
conducts research and educational programs 
that make its extensive collections accessible 
and meaningful to a broad audience. 

Friends of the New York Transit Museum is a 
501(c)3 not-for-profit organization chartered by 
the New York State Department of Education. 
Friends’ corporate purpose is to support and 
effectuate the work of the New York Transit 
Museum. The New York Transit Museum is a 
self-supporting division of the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority’s Department of 
Corporate and Internal Communications. 

The next generation of 
railfans on the Nostalgia 
Ride to Coney Island
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Watch us GROW!
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OVER THE LAST 10 YEARS, the New York 
Transit Museum’s audience has expanded 
tremendously: a diverse crowd of local 
families, adventurous young urbanists, 
inquisitive school groups, history buffs 
and more fill our subway station home 
in Brooklyn. In fact, total visitation to our 
Brooklyn location increased by almost 10% 
in 2014, to 151,000, our 11th straight year of 
growth – not to mention the hundreds of 
thousands of people who visit our Gallery 
Annex and Store in Grand Central Terminal. 

This consistent upward trend is a strong 
endorsement of what we do here at the 
Transit Museum, and it represents both 
an opportunity and a challenge for a mid-
sized institution. In 2012, the Museum 
identified three strategic areas for institutional 
development that would help us respond 
to our audience and better support our 
rapid expansion. The first of these areas, 
organizational infrastructure, came to fruition 
in 2013: new staff in the Development, 
Finance, and Retail areas, new computers, 
and a new unified database built our capacity 
to grow and manage earned and contributed 
revenue streams. This continued in 2014, with 
the addition of new positions in the Education 
and E-Commerce areas, and the development 
of an online store managed in-house.  

The second, our 2014 focus, was 
synchronizing the content we present to the 
public. We dove deep into our collections, the 
topics of our changing exhibits, and current 
issues at the MTA through on-site public 
programs and off-site excursions, family 
workshops and school group programs – 
enriching the experience of all who engaged 
with the Museum. You will see the success 
of this approach in the sections that follow 
throughout this report. 

In 2015, while we maintain the strategic 
progress achieved in the previous two years, 
we will focus on reinforcing our ability to 
uphold best practices in the museum field. 
We will strengthen our board with strategic 
new recruits, and will unite our collections 
and archives in a new, purpose-built space 
that will improve both stewardship and  
public access.

As the Museum moves forward, I am moving 
on too. I will retire in 2015 knowing that the 
institution I have nurtured for 24 years is in a 
position of strength and poised to grow even 
further. Everyone reading this has helped the 
Transit Museum reach this point, and I am 
very grateful.   

 

From the DIRECTOR

Museum Director 
Gabrielle Shubert

— GABRIELLE SHUBERT 
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2014 MARKED THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY of the 1964 World’s Fair and  
the 75th anniversary of the 1939 World’s Fair. On view at our Gallery 
Annex at Grand Central Terminal from July through November, 2014, 
our exhibit Traveling in the World of Tomorrow: Transportation at the 
New York World’s Fairs examined the aspirations of the nation and 
the factors that influenced the evolution of transportation during this 
period of rapid change.

In June, a Nostalgia Ride brought more than 200 visitors to the site of 
both World’s Fairs — Flushing Meadow Corona Park — using Bluebird 
cars that had been built for the ’64 Fair. Participants enjoyed the ride and 
the chance to explore the fairgrounds for themselves, plus special access 
to the New York State Pavilion, which is usually off-limits to the public. 

Even our youngest visitors got to go to the World’s Fairs: During 
summer 2014, as camp groups flocked to the Museum, they 
encountered a costumed educator portraying a lost visitor to the  
’64 Fair, a game show about the innovations the two Fairs introduced, 
and the opportunity to imagine what amazements the next New York 
World’s Fair might bring us. 

WORLD’S FAIR Anniversaries

Members at the 
opening reception  
for Traveling in the 
World of Tomorrow.

Summer campers on the 
way to the World’s Fair.

 
The New York State 
Pavilion, opened to 
participants in World’s 
Fair Nostalgia Ride.  
Photo by James Giovan

World’s Fair subway cars 
being transported by barge 
to New York City, 1964. 
Featured in Traveling in the 
World of Tomorrow.
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LINKING BROOKLYN AND STATEN ISLAND, 
the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge opened in 1964. 
To celebrate its 50th anniversary, the Museum 
collaborated with the Archives at MTA Bridges 
and Tunnels to produce Spanning the Narrows: 
The Verrazano Bridge at 50. The exhibit opened 
in Brooklyn in November 2014, featuring 
photographs, schematic drawings, and 
newspaper clippings that traced the bridge’s 
progress from an idea in 1900 to the world’s 
longest suspension bridge at mid-century. 
A highlight was a scale model, from Robert 
Moses’s office, of the Brooklyn neighborhoods 
forever changed by the construction of the 
bridge’s on-ramps. 

Famed writer Gay Talese, author of The 
Bridge, visited the Museum in November for 
a conversation with New York Times reporter 
Sam Roberts and ironworker Joe Spratt about 
the Verrazano’s construction. An audience  
of over 100 people enjoyed their discussion  
of the men who built the bridge. 

Using two forms of transportation not usually 
covered by our mandate – bicycles and a ferry 
– the Museum hosted its first ever bike tour 
in conjunction with the Verrazano anniversary. 
Led by former Transit Museum Chief Curator 
Charles Sachs, the tour visited landmarks of 
Staten Island’s history and development, with 
a special stop at Fort Wadsworth for a close-up 
view of the bridge from the Island side.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, Verrazano-Narrows Bridge

Gay Talese (left) and Sam Roberts 
discuss The Bridge.

Verrazano-Narrows 
Bridge catwalk, featured 
in Spanning the Narrows. 
Courtesy MTA Bridges and 
Tunnels Special Archives

Visitors admire Spanning 
the Narrows.
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Artist Chase Ferguson 
at the opening 
reception for Transit  
on the Spectrum.

MANY CHILDREN AND ADULTS WITH 
autism spectrum disorders or other special 
needs enjoy and feel comfortable in the 
Transit Museum’s familiar subway station 
surroundings – and visitors with special  
needs compose an important and growing 
segment of our audience. The Museum 
affirmed its commitment to serving these 
visitors by securing funds for and hiring its 
first full-time Special Education and Access 
Coordinator in 2014. 

The Museum’s access programs for children 
with special needs – including Subway 
Sleuths, an afterschool program for children 
on the autism spectrum that uses their 
common interest in trains to help build their 
social skills, and Travel Training, which helps 
teens with special needs gain independence 

by learning to use the subway system – have 
grown in their reach and reputation. ABC’s 
World News Tonight highlighted the Transit 
Museum’s access programs in 2014, and 
new funders, including the Meringoff Family 
Foundation and the Doug Flutie Jr. Foundation 
for Autism, gave their support to the Museum.

The Museum’s institutional commitment 
to celebrating the strengths of people with 
different abilities was also reflected in the 
exhibit Transit on the Spectrum: The Art 
of Pure Vision. On view in Brooklyn from 
January through September, 2014, this 
exhibit showcased drawings, paintings, and 
sculpture inspired by public transportation 
and created by artists with autism and other 
developmental disabilities.

A Commitment to ACCESSIBILITY

Special Education and 
Access Coordinator 
Meredith Martin at Special 
Day for Special Kids.

The Future, by Dennis Yee (2013), 
featured in Transit on the Spectrum. 
Courtesy of Pure Vision Arts

A group of  
Subway Sleuths.
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THE OPENING OF THE FULTON CENTER IN 
Lower Manhattan in November 2014 was 
a milestone achievement for the MTA. The 
Museum celebrated this success at the annual 
gala, which honored the project team that 
designed and built this new transportation 
hub: ARUP, Grimshaw Architects, and James 
Carpenter Design Associates. The gala drew  
a thousand guests and raised over $1 million, 
a new record. 

Principal designers from the honoree firms 
participated in a panel discussion, moderated 
by former Landmarks Commission chair 
Sherida Paulsen, about the challenges of 
engineering the Fulton Center building and 
linking it to the historic Corbin Building next 
door. And Page Ayres Cowley, the preservation 
architect whose firm restored the Corbin 
Building’s 19th-century appearance during its 
adaptation for contemporary office and retail 
uses, welcomed Museum members to her 
office for a behind-the-scenes perspective on 
how the project was accomplished. 

Cordially invites you to attend the 2014 GALA
benefiting the educational programs 

of the New York Transit Museum

Celebrating

The 110th anniversary of the New York City Subway,
the opening of the Fulton Center 

and restoration of the Corbin Building

Thursday, October 30, 2014

6:00 pm

Cocktails in historic Vanderbilt Hall
at Grand Central Terminal

Dinner to follow at the Grand Hyatt New York Hotel

black tie

Honoring

James Carpenter
James Carpenter Design Associates

Sir Nicholas Grimshaw
Grimshaw Architects

Mahadev Raman
Arup

Keynote

Thomas F. Prendergast
Chairman & CEO
Metropolitan Transportation Authority

Awards presented by

Dr. Michael Horodniceanu
President, MTA Capital Construction

2014 GALA
Friends of the New York Transit Museum

invite_Layout 1  8/7/14  9:15 AM  Page 2

Members enjoyed an insider’s 
perspective on the restoration of the 
Fulton Center’s Corbin Building with 
architect Page Ayres Cowley.

Sherida Paulsen, Mahadev Raman 
of ARUP, Nikolas Dando-Haenisch 
from Grimshaw Architects, and James 
Carpenter discuss the Fulton Center.

The MTA’s New FULTON CENTER

Honorees James Carpenter, Andrew 
Whalley of Grimshaw Architects, and 
Mahadev Raman (right) with MTA Capital 
Construction President Dr. Michael 
Horodniceanu.
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THE TRANSIT MUSEUM’S BROOKLYN HOME 
was reimagined many times over in 2014. 
PLATFORM, a new three-times-yearly series 
showcasing creative performance and 
scholarly musings on mass transit, activated 
the Museum as a dance venue, a movie 
theater, even an inspiration for site-specific 
yarn sculpture. Recruited by an open call and 
selected by a committee of Museum staff, 
featured works have included a performance 
by a dance collective, digital artworks derived 
from archival photographs, and a bicycle-
powered video game. The first event garnered 
a full page of coverage in The New York Times 
and drew a new audience of local artists.

The exhibit Electrifying the El, construction 
photos of the 72nd Street Powerhouse, 

was the inspiration for a steampunk party 
in September, complete with Victorian 
explorer costumes and a gypsy punk band. 
In December, in collaboration with the Swing 
Society of New York, five swing bands and 
more than 300 dancers arrived at the  
platform on a vintage train and transformed 
the Museum into a lindy-hopping jazz club. 

Families, too, enjoyed a new view of the 
Transit Museum  — as a working 1936 IND 
station. The Subway Birthday Bash, a new 
benefit event launched in June 2014, brought 
the old Court Street Shuttle back to life, 
offering rides from the Museum platform to 
Hoyt-Schermerhorn and back on R1/9 cars. 

A conductor from the 
past cuts the birthday 
cake at the Subway 
Birthday Bash.

New Perspectives on  
an OLD SUBWAY STATION

Performances from 
PLATFORM. 

Young guests at the 
Subway Birthday Bash.

All aboard for Subway Swing!

Photo by Marc A. Hermann - MTA New York  City Transit.
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Officers
Susan B. Gilbert, Chair 
Interactive Elements Incorporated

Kurt A. Goddard, Vice Chair 
Consultant

Edward T. Seaman, Vice Chair
Halmar International LLC

Michael J. Jones, Secretary 

Gabrielle Shubert, President  
Director, New York Transit Museum

Trustees
Elaine Wingate Conway, New York State  
Division of Women (retired)

Judith D. Cooper, Parsons Brinckerhoff

Ben D’Alessandro, L.K. Comstock & Company, Inc.

John di Domenico, di Domenico + Partners, LLP

Brian P. Dolan, Integrated Strategic Resources LLC

Beverly Dolinsky, Permanent Citizen’s Advisory 
Committee to the MTA (retired)

Simon Fludgate, Aksia LLC

Robert E. Furniss, Bombardier Transportation

John B. Hobby, Synchrony Financial

Hiroji Iwasaki, Kawasaki Rail Car, Inc.

Kristen L. Johanson, Citigroup Global Markets Inc.

Stuart Leffler, Con Edison (retired)

Michael Lombardi, Department of Subways,  
MTA (retired)

Alfredo S. Quintero, Ramirez & Co., Inc.

Denise Richardson, The General Contractors 
Association of New York, Inc.

Ruby A. Siegel, AECOM

Advisory Board
Sandra Bloodworth, Director, MTA Arts & Design

Paul Fleuranges, Senior Director of Corporate  
and Internal Communications, MTA 

Don Harold, Founding Director,  
New York Transit Museum

Marilyn Pettit, Ph.D.

Terrie Rouse, Arts Management Consultant

Robert Wechsler, Ph.D., Transport Workers  
Union of America

William Withuhn, Smithsonian Institution  
National Museum of American History (retired)

As of 12/31/2014Board of TRUSTEES
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Sharon Adams, Principal Executive Secretary
Abena Admako, Sales Associate
Angela Agard Solomon, Manager, Administration
Jesus Albino, Operations Manager
Desiree Alden, Archives Technician
David Alfonso, Maintenance
Dorla Arnold, Assistant Manager, Retail 
Regina Asborno, Deputy Director
Susan Augenbraun, Reservations Coordinator
Chasity Baker, Lead Sales Associate
Chandra Buie, Associate Curator
Ronald Coley, Sales Associate
Robert Del Bagno, Senior Manager, Exhibits
Brett Dion, Registrar
Sarah Duggan, Development and  
Membership Associate
Peter Giannino, Maintenance
Todd Gilbert, Archives Technician
Gail Goldberg, Senior Manager,  
Retail Operations & Product Development
Shallena Jabid, Acting Retail Supervisor
Jason Jamma, Sales Associate
Mandisa John, Sales Associate
Tiffany Keitt, Sales Associate
Amir Khalpari, Sales Associate
Sarah Landreth, Development Director
Julia Malta-Weingard, Producer,  
Public Programs
Meredith Martin, Special Education  
and Access Coordinator
Lorna Miller, Acting Retail Supervisor
Luz Montano, Tour Coordinator
Christine Morales, Sales Associate
Sarah Mosbacher, Finance Director
Julia Mulero, Sales Associate
Elyse Newman, Education Manager
Willie Roldan, Senior Sales Associate
Kristian Romero, Facilities Coordinator
Gabrielle Shubert, Director
Ilana Stollman, Manager,  
Retail Operations
Carey Stumm, Collections Manager
Virgil Talaid, Education Coordinator
Julissa Taveras, Facilities Coordinator
Daniel Thiem, E-Commerce Manager
Gregory Vignapiano, Retail Supervisor
Andrea Watson, Retail Supervisor
Kelly Lee Woon, Sales Associate

STAFF
Museum Educators  
Yule Adams, Jr., Museum Educator
Jonathan Michael Anderson, Storyteller
Marianne De Padua, Museum Educator
Polly Desjarlais, Museum Educator
Kathleen Fletcher, Storyteller
James Giovan, Museum Educator
Kate Lanceley, Museum Educator
Levan Maisuradze, Museum Educator
Laura Merrill, Museum Educator
Natasha Pereira, Museum Educator
Katherine Reeves, Museum Educator
Nina Romova, Museum Educator
Elysia Segal,  Storyteller
Katie Taylor, Museum Educator

Volunteers and Interns
Jermaine Burton, Development
Halley Choiniere, Archives
Veronica Chuah, Development
Robert Delmonico, Education
Natali Dethomas, Retail
Laura Grippi, Development
Rebecca Haggerty, Archives
Robert Lobenstein, Exhibitions
Chelsea Newburg, Press Aide
Herb Schonhaur, Archives
Jodi Shapiro, Archives
Andy Sparberg, Education 

All full- and part-time 
employees as of 12/31/2014
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Public Support
Institute of Museum and Library Services
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs
New York State Council on the Arts
New York City Council Member David Greenfield
New York City Council Member Brad Lander
New York City Council Member Stephen T. Levin
City of Yonkers
Port Authority of New York and New Jersey

Foundation and  
Institutional Support
Brooklyn Community Foundation
Credit Suisse Americas Foundation
Doug Flutie Jr. Foundation for Autism
FAR Fund
Fund for Public Schools
GE Foundation
Hudson River Museum
Joseph LeRoy and Ann C. Warner Fund, Inc
Long Island Sunrise Trail Chapter  
   of the National Railway Historical Society
Meringoff Family Foundation
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Studio in a School
Tiger Baron Foundation
Walentas Foundation Ltd

Corporate Support
$50,000+
ARUP

$25,000 – $49,999
ALSTOM
American Express
Bombardier Transportation
The General Contractors  
   Association of New York
Interactive Elements Inc.
Kawasaki Rail Car, Inc.

$10,000 – $24,999
Accenture
AECOM
Aksia LLC
Ansaldo STS
Bank of America Merrill Lynch
Bloomberg
Boyce Technologies, Inc.
Bridgewater Associates
CBS Outdoor Group Inc.
Citigroup Global Markets Inc.
Clear Channel Outdoor
CNR Changchun Railway  
   Vehicles Co, Ltd.
Con Edison
Cubic Transportation Systems, Inc.
di Domenico + Partners, LLP
Goldman, Sachs & Co.
HAKS 
Halmar International
HDR, Inc. 
HNTB Corporation
Jacobs Civil Consultants
Jefferies
Judlau/OHL
Lend Lease (US Construction) 
LMB Inc. 
Louis T. Klauder and Associates
Mass Electric Construction Co.
McKissack & McKissack
Metropolitan Transportation     
   Authority
Michels Corporation
Mitsubishi Electric Power  
   Products, Inc.
Morgan Stanley

MTA Capital Construction
MTA Metro-North Railroad
Northrop Grumman
One William Street Capital   
   Management, LP
Parsons Brinckerhoff
Parsons Corporation
Parsons Transportation Group
Paul J. Scariano, Inc.
Plaza Construction
Proskauer
Public Financial Management, Inc.
RailWorks Corporation
RBC Capital Markets
RSCC Wire & Cable LLC/ Calvert  
   Wire & Cable
Samuel A. Ramirez & Co., Inc.
Siemens Industry, Inc.
Skanska
STV Group, Inc.
Taconic Capital Advisors LP
Teneo
Thales Transport & Security, Inc.
Time Warner Cable
Transit Wireless
TransitCenter, Inc.
Tutor Perini Corporation
Wells Fargo Securities
Welsbach Electric Corp.
Westfield 
Xerox Public Sector

$5,000 – $9,999
Barclays
Granite Construction Northeast, Inc. 
Grimshaw
H&K Consulting Services, LLC
Hawkins Delafield & Wood LLP
J.P. Morgan
J.P. Morgan Securities Inc. 
James Carpenter Design  
   Associates Inc. 
The LiRo Group
Loop Capital Markets
Louis Berger Inc.
MTA Bridges and Tunnels
MTA Bus 
MTA Long Island Rail Road
MTA New York City Transit

Thank You to Our SUPPORTERS
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Nixon Peabody LLP
Piper Jaffray & Co.
ProjectSpan Services
St. James Place  
   Productions, LLC
Stantec Consulting  
   Services, Inc.
Urban Engineers
WABTEC Transit

$1,000 – $4,999
A. Esteban & Co. 
AKRF, Inc.
BAE Systems HybriDrive   
   Solutions
Bank of America Matching     
   Gifts Program
Brazill Brothers &  
   Associates, Inc. 
Bryan Cave, LLP
Building Conservation    
   Associates, Inc.
BUROHAPPOLD Engineering 
CAF USA, Inc. 
CH2M Hill 
CIBC World Markets Corp.
Comark, LLC
Cozen O’Connor
CSiT
Daidone Electric, Inc.
Dattner Architects D.P.C.
Dewberry-Goodkind
Domingo Gonzalez  
   Associates
E-J Electric Installation Co.
Enclos Corp.
Faiveley Transport  
   North America 
Fuji Electic Corp. of America
Gannett Fleming
Ginsburg Development 
   Companies, LLC
Goodman Media  
   International, Inc
Group PMX
Hardesty & Hanover
Hatzel & Buehler, Inc.
Hill International, Inc. 
HR&A Advisors 
Hudson Valley Bank, NA
Integrated Strategic   
   Resources LLC
Longi Engineering D.P.C.
Marsh USA Inc. 

Mizuho Bank
Mohanty Gargiulo LLC
MRI USA Inc.
North Eastern Bus 
   Rebuilders, Inc.
Nova Bus
Partnership for New York City
Platt Byard Dovell White 
   Architects
Power Resource 
   International
RailPros Field Services, Inc.
Roosevelt & Cross Inc.
schlaich bergermann and  
   partner lp
Siebert Branford Shank & 
   Co., L.L.C.
Smalls Electrical 
   Construction, Inc.
Southwire Company
Spruce Spires Associates, LLC
Stellar Services, Inc.
Stewart & Stevenson - 
   Atlantic Division
Toshiba International 
   Corporation
TranSystems
TriPyramid Structures, Inc.
VHB
Warburton Riverview  
   Owners LLC
Weidlinger Associates, Inc.

$250 – $999
DC Ranieri Insurance  
   Agency, Inc.
Murtagh, Cohen & Byrne
O’Connor Davies LLP

Local Stops  
Business Member 
Support
Blue Marble Ice Cream
Betty Bakery
Jewels by Satnick, LTD
La Bagel Delight
My Little Pizzeria
Nature’s Grill
One Girl Cookies
Piz-zetta
Sahadi Importing
Tio Pio

Individual Support
$2,500+
John Lamonica
Stephen J. Vaccaro
Gerald Weinstein
Joanne Witty & Eugene Keilin

$1,000–$2,499
John & Anne Atherton
Christian Bastian &  
   Erika Nijenhuis
John di Domenico
Kristen Johanson
In Memory of M. Wayne   
   Johnson by his wife  
   Kathryn Johnson
George S. Kaufman
Stuart Leffler
Joseph & Tamra Lhota
Mark Littman &  
   Johnny Mendoza
Ronay & Richard Menschel 

$250 – $999
Paul Angerame
Dan Barasch
John Berger & Chris W. Cottle
Michael Braner
Peg Breen
Marcy Brownson
Robert & Sara Bruno
Bob Buckholz &  
   Lizanne Fontaine
Kristin Burrows
Peter Straus & Lili C. Byers
Walter & Barbara Carey
Jennifer Carpenter &  
   David Arnold
Charles & Sharon Cohen
Lisa Davidson
Pedro & Evelyn Delgado
Brett Dion &  
   Margaret Crocker
Beverly Dolinsky
Mortimer L. Downey
Douglas Durst
Edward R. Enners
Marcia Ely &  
   Andrew C. McKey
Andrew & Ann Fisher
Joel & Theresa Franco
Peter Golden
Stuart Goldstein

Nancy Gordon &  
   Andrew Gordon
Ira R. Greenberg &  
   Ellen I. Young
Carlos Gutierrez-Solana
Arnold Hochberg
Evdokia Kalogeras
Barbara Koster
Alex & Hildemarie Ladouceur
Sarah Landreth
Pierre Lehmuller
Josh & Alison Lindland
William & Stephanie  
   MacIntosh
Constantine Mandros
Stephen & Carolyn Maresco
Richard McKenna
Charlotte Meringoff
David & Hara Migdal
Thomas & Leslie Monahan
Ellen Morelli
James & Tynelle Morris
David & Lynn Mulle
Kyle Nagele &  
   Karin McNally-Nagele 
Elyse Newman &  
   Ben Dolnick
New York City Transit Annual 
   Charity Drive
Lawrence & Susan O’Donnell
Eric & Mary Oszustowicz
David Pirmann
Bud & Cynthia Rogers
Thomas Schalk
Samuel Schwartz
Dhiren & Katie Shah
Gabrielle Shubert
Timothy S. Speer &  
   Teresa Vanderboom
Karl & Marie Stricker
Joseph & Anne Taranto
Junnko Tozaki
Jay Walder &  
   Susan Cummings-Walder
Bret & Nicole Watson
Robert C. Weiss
Samuel G. & Elizabeth White

Gifts Received  
January 1 – December 31 2014
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